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Australia to tax consumers of oil imported from outside Chapter
the State.1
The Commonwealth is forbidden to discriminate in
any of its actions, and it has been ruled, therefore, that
any legislation which does not accord equality of treat-
ment is void, though it is otherwise if the law produces
unequal results as the outcome of divergences in local
conditions.2 The criterion of formal equality is clearly
the only one possible, for Parliament has no means
of knowing precisely local conditions as they will be
affected by its enactments.
(9) The formation of new provinces in Canada was
provided for by the process of allowing the admission
of British Columbia and Prince Edward Island on ad-
dresses from the legislatures approved by the Queen
in Council; Newfoundland was placed in the same posi-
tion but has never agreed to federate, despite many
intrigues for that purpose. The award by the Privy
Council of Labrador3 to Newfoundland with a much
larger area than had once been believed in 1927 has
strengthened the position of the island and rendered
inclusion in the Dominion less probable at any early
date. It is naturally feared that government from
Ottawa would neglect the interests of the territory, and
local autonomy is prized.
The British North America Act contemplated the
inclusion of the Hudson's Bay territory, and the North-
West Territories, not included in the charter of the
Hudson's Bay Company, in the Dominion; the sur-
render of the charter was authorised by an Act of 1868,
1  Commonwealth v. South Australia (1926), 38 C.L.B. 408.
2  Cameron v. Deputy Federal Commr. of Taxation (1923), 32 C.L.R. 68.
3  43 T.L.R. 289.